
Bloomberg Tutorial, 10/27/03 
 
We first start w/ an example of how to access a particular company's info. I have chosen 
for this example the case of CEMEX – Mexico, because we’ve spoken for it in class. 
 
A few notes are in order. First, get yourself accustomed to the Bloomberg terminal 
keyboard (that part might a bit challenging since it looks scary the first time you try it!). 
Then “map out” the available terminals in Stern: two of them are in the undergrad lab to 
the right of the Tisch hall entry (L-101), another two of them are in the MBA lab (UC-
70), another 8 or 9 are in the MBA reading lounge (KMEC 4th floor). So, let’s start with 
the CEMEX info. 
 
1. Go to Equities (or press the function key F8) 
 
2. Then type TK (or finding and creating securities) 
 
3. Type the first few letters (4-5) of the company you are interested in. 
 
4. Here I type CEMEX, the name of the biggest Mexican cement producer. 
 
5. You see a screen like this one: 
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6. There are many equity-like & debt-like securities that are issued by CEMEX. Which 
one to pick? Not an easy choice ☺. 
 
7. I just guessed that the most relevant info would be in #1 (why? You see the last two 
letters on each line? These are abbreviations for the stock exchange on which the security 
is traded – so MM stands for the Mexican stock exchange). 
 
8. This leads us to the main screen for the company search. 
 
9. The main screen we will see for each company contains a lot of info, but here are the 
most important items in it: 
 a. Company Information/Description (#2) 
 b. Historical prices (#4) 
 c. Fundamentals & Earnings Analysis (#9) 
10. We start with (a). That is, type “2”. 
 
11. Here, we choose item 1, or simply type DES (Bloomberg program for description). 
This will give us a description of the company (figures below).  
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Notice there is a lot of info for CEMEX. Usually, if you have chosen the right company 
from the start-up list, there would be about 10-20 pages of info. To print them, type 10 
PRINT (i.e. the # of pages, and then print). 
 
12. Next we wish to take a look at the price of the company stock. Press twice Menu 
button (in Bloomberg the Menu button does the same job as the Back button in your 
Internet explorer - it returns to the previous menu). 
 
13. Now choose section 4 (historical prices). 
 
14. Type GP to get Price Graph w/ Volume. It looks like the following: 
 

 
 
A cool feature of Bloomberg is you can also check the news that occurred at any 
particular point on the price graph. To do so, you need to press the News tab (upper left 
corner, under Base Currency) and then just position the mouse pointer on the data point 
of interest (e.g. Sep 6th 2003) and then click GO. That will give you a list of news for the 
company for that day.  
Another thing you can check is the volume graph. In the above I did not select it, but you 
can do so, by simply saying “Y” for lower chart (the upper left corner).  
 
15. Again, press menu button twice to go to the initial company menu. 
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16. Now we go to the financial analysis section. Type #9 (fundamentals and earnings 
analysis). 
 
17. Type FA (for financial analysis of the company). 
 
18. You see the following screen: 
 

 
 
19. Then, try to get the full report printed (that is just type “25”). It might take several 
minutes before the report is printed, so be patient ☺. The analysis basically gets you all 
the stuff you see on the print screen above, but w/ all the details. 
 
20. There are various calculations (like financial ratios, valuation, debt-equity analysis, 
balance sheet analysis, etc) that might be of interest. Since we are talking about 
international cost of capital this week ☺ (10/28-10/30), it might be interesting to take a 
look at #13 sources of capital. 
 
21. To go back to the main menu for that company, press twice Menu again. 
 
That’s all, in a nutshell, that we did in the Bloomberg tutorial for extracting company 
info. Then we went to look into currencies. 
 
22. Press function key Currency (F11). 
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23. On the screen you will see, two things of interest: Current Markets/ Monitors (#2) and 
Futures and Options (#5). 
 
24. Start w/ the first. Press 2 to go the current markets/monitors.  
 
25. Then press 8 (World Currency rates), or type WCR, to get the following screen: 
 

 
 
Note here that the base currency in the above table is the USD. Of course, you could 
customized to any other base currency of interest. Note further that here the direct quotes 
is direct for the foreign currency. 
 
Finally, we briefly discussed how you can get the option quotes on futures & options on 
forex. Basically you can get that info from source like the Chicago Mercantile exchange, 
as well as the Philadelphia stock exchange, so I will directly point you to these sources: 
 
http://www.phlx.com/products/currency.html  
 
&  
 
http://www.cme.com/prd/fx/index.html  
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