Session 29

Not riskless, not even close! Pseudo or Speculative Arbitrage

Test

1. In paired arbitrage, you pair stocks based upon their history and you buy the
stock that is cheap based upon the past, while selling the stock that looks
expensive. How would you go about finding paired stocks in the market?

® a0 o

Look for stocks with similar market capitalizations

Look for stocks that have similar growth potential

Look for stocks in the same sector

Look for stocks that have had no correlation with each other in the past.
Look for stocks that have had high positive correlation with each other in
the past.

2. Which of the following statements best describes what studies have found about
paired arbitrage?

a.
b.

It has never earned excess returns

It has earned positive excess returns, before adjusting for transactions
costs, but not after adjusting for the costs.

It has earned positive excess returns after adjusting for transactions costs,
and its profitability has remained stable over time.

It has earned positive excess returns after adjusting for transactions costs,
but its profitability has decreased over time.

It has earned positive excess returns after adjusting for transactions costs
and its profitability has increased over time.

3. In merger arbitrage, you buy shares in the target company after the acquisition
is announced and hope to make excess returns. Which of the following
assumptions would you need to make for this strategy to work?

d.

b.

Acquisition bids usually fail and the acquiring company stock price will go
up when the acquisition fails.

Acquisition bids usually fail and the acquiring company stock price will go
down when the acquisition fails.

Acquisition bids seldom fail and the acquiring company will have to pay
more than the initially announced acquisition price.

Acquisition bids seldom fail and the acquiring company will have to pay
the initially announced acquisition price.

Acquisition bids seldom fail and the acquiring company will have to pay
less than the initially announced acquisition price.

4. Studies of hedge funds have looked at the returns and risk characteristics of
these funds over time. What have they found?
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Hedge funds generate higher returns and are more risky than the market.
Hedge funds generate lower returns and are more risky than the market.
Hedge funds generate higher returns and are less risky than the market.
Hedge funds deliver a better ratio of returns to risk than the market.



5. Assume that you compute the average annual returns and risk characteristics,
over the last five years, of all hedge funds that are in business today. Given the
failure rate among hedge funds is high, which of the following are you likely to
find?

a. Your average return will be too low and your risk estimates too high,
relative to actuals.

b. Your average return will be too high and your risk estimates too high,
relative to actuals.

c. Your average return will be too low and your risk estimates too low,
relative to actuals.

d. Your average return will be too high and your risk estimates too low,
relative to actuals.

Explain why.



