Intel and Advanced Micro to Announce Their Fastest Chips 

New York Times; New York, N.Y.; Jan 7, 2002; 

Sic:3674Sic:334413Sic:334210Sic:334419Sic:334611Sic:511210Sic:334413Duns:04-789-7855Duns:04-863-4059

Edition: 

              Late Edition (East Coast)

Start Page: 

              C.5

ISSN: 

              03624331

Subject Terms: 

              Microprocessors

              Integrated circuits

              Competition

              Manufacturing

Dateline: 

              SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 6

Companies: 

              Intel CorpTicker:INTCDuns:04-789-7855Sic:3674Sic:334413Sic:334210Sic:334419Sic:334611Sic:511210

              Advanced Micro Devices IncTicker:AMDDuns:04-863-4059Sic:334413

Abstract:

Advanced Micro Devices will introduce its Athlon XP 2000+, which runs at 1.67 gigahertz, or 1.67 billion cycles a second, while Intel will unveil its

new Pentium 4 chip, running at 2.2 gigahertz, analysts said.

Intel's fastest chip now is the Pentium 4 running at 2 gigahertz, and Advanced Micro's is its Athlon XP1900+, which runs at 1.6 gigahertz. Last

year, Advanced Micro briefly claimed the fastest running chip, although Intel has since pulled ahead and is likely to stay there.
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The Intel Corporation and Advanced Micro Devices, fierce rivals in the market for microprocessors, are expected to announce their fastest chips ever on Monday,

analysts said.

Advanced Micro Devices will introduce its Athlon XP 2000+, which runs at 1.67 gigahertz, or 1.67 billion cycles a second, while Intel will unveil its new Pentium 4

chip, running at 2.2 gigahertz, analysts said.

Intel's fastest chip now is the Pentium 4 running at 2 gigahertz, and Advanced Micro's is its Athlon XP1900+, which runs at 1.6 gigahertz. Last year, Advanced

Micro briefly claimed the fastest running chip, although Intel has since pulled ahead and is likely to stay there.

While the chips' improvements are important, analysts said, the new processors, the primary computing engines of personal computers, are also the latest chapter in

a long race.

''I think it'll be viewed as positive news in general,'' said Dan Scovel, an analyst at Needham & Company. ''The good news is both companies are continuing to

execute, they are delivering, they are making advances.''

Intel's Pentium 4 chip marks its biggest move yet into making chips with smaller geometries.

Intel's Pentium 4 chip now has components that are as little as 0.18 microns wide. With the chips being announced on Monday, those dimensions will shrink to as

little as 0.13 microns.

''What's new and interesting here is Intel is now moving the Pentium 4 into 0.13, which is a necessity in terms of die size and costs,'' Mr. Scovel said.

The smaller line widths on the chips mean they cost less to produce, because more chips can be manufactured from a single wafer. It also increases performance

because more transistors can be packed into a single processor.
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