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Abstract:
Advanced Micro introduced its Duron processor last Monday, beating Intel's fastest 600-megahertz Celerons with a 700-megahertz Duron chip. Intel introduced 700- , 667- and 633-megahertz versions of its Celeron processor today. A chip running at 600 megahertz can process 600 million instructions a second.
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The Intel Corporation, the world's largest computer-chip maker, again played catch-up with its rival Advanced Micro Devices Inc., introducing faster versions of its Celeron processor for low-cost computers.

Advanced Micro introduced its Duron processor last Monday, beating Intel's fastest 600-megahertz Celerons with a 700-megahertz Duron chip. Intel introduced 700- , 667- and 633-megahertz versions of its Celeron processor today. A chip running at 600 megahertz can process 600 million instructions a second.

The two companies have battled for the last several months, with Advanced Micro winning bragging rights for being first with a faster processor in the last several rounds.

It was first with a one-gigahertz processor -- which runs one billion instructions a second -- a big win for a company that for years trailed Intel by as much as a year in introducing competitive products.

''It's been a long time since we've had a heated battle at the low end of the market,'' said analyst Nathan Brookwood of Insight 64, a market-research firm in Saratoga, California.

Celeron and Duron are both aimed at personal computers costing less than $1,000.

The Compaq Computer Corporation, I.B.M. and the NEC Corporation announced new Duron-based machines last week.
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