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BODY: 
The head of German automaker DaimlerChrysler and 14 other company officials are to be questioned by US lawyers in connection with complaints stemming from the merger of Daimler and Chrysler, sources close to the company said Wednesday. 

A DaimlerChrysler spokesman, Hartmut Schick, confirmed press reports that lawyers representing the US investment company Tracinda were to arrive here in the next few weeks. He would not disclose the names of those expected to be questioned. 

But sources close to the company said they would include chairman Juergen Schremp and other executives involved in the merger of Daimler-Benz of Germany and Chrysler of the United States in 1998. 

Daimler-Benz officials are accused of not having told the truth when they talked of a "merger of equals" with Chrysler when it was in reality a takeover of Chrysler by Daimler. 

A court in the US state of Delaware agreed in March to hear the complaint, lodged by US financier Kirk Kerkorian, the leading shareholder in Chrysler -- through Tracinda -- at the time of the deal with Daimler-Benz. 

The DaimlerChrysler spokesman said the US lawyers would interview people who had given depositions in the case, a routine procedure in the United States, adding that Daimler company lawyers planned to question Kerkorian. 

"We are convinced that this affair has no foundation," he said. 
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